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were at the time stressing the importance of making
Hitler popular in the foreign Press. Although the British
and French newspapers were not uncourted (he maintained
later that he never gave an interview to a French journalist),
he placed greater hopes on the American Press, although
he denounced the Jewish influence in the United States.
I immediately recognised the future German Chancellor
and Fiihrer, and, unlike some German politicians, I
have never under-estimated him. I remember a con-
versation in 1932 with a member of the Prussian Diet,
Otto Nuschke, editor-in-chief of the Berliner Volksieitung.
I warned him against Hitler's participation in the formation
of the new Government and prophesied his further new
political successes, based on the heavy election results.
Nuschke, who, like all Left-wing politicians, was too
optimistic, thought that Hitler should be given a chance
to show what he could do. It was Nuschke's opinion
that Hitler would not be able to rescue the ship of state,
and with his failure he would soon lose his popularity
and his electorate. I warned him not to undertake this
dangerous experiment, which finally, in 1933, enabled
Hirier to take over full power, but the German Democrats
had been dreaming of other things than the future of
Germany, and were occupied with internecine struggles.
When I myself experienced the first results of the National
Socialist mopping up of Democrats, Pacifists, peace-
lovers and similar * criminals * and was arrested, I was
liberated by Nazi friends who remained my friends even
at a time when I exposed myself most dangerously by
my opposition to the Nazi regime. I had agreed with the